Supporting children, youth, families, and communities by advocating and building capacity with a
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unified voice for sustainable investments in safe, healthy and nurturing afterschool experiences.

Policy and Funding Committee, Chaired by Carla Sibly, Dave Smith and Michelle Mills, Co-
Chairs, met July 23, 2008 to identify policy and funding goals for the year. They were:

Maintain Funding Investments in Afterschool / Extended Learning Opportunities (ELO)
e Maintain current level of TANF dollars ($20 million over the biennium)
e Create a centralized funding prime contractor to streamline distribution processes
and increase efficiencies
e Establish new funding mechanisms such as a line item/earmarked funds of GRF
dollars, make current TANF dollars more accessible

Reform and Broaden Subsidized Child Care for School-age
e Decrease or eliminate co-pays for working low income families who have children
attending licensed afterschool programs during the school year
e Identify funds to subsidize child care participation for 13 & 14 year olds in Ohio
Department of Job and Family Services and Ohio Department of Education licensed
centers

Assess Ohio Department of Education and Ohio Department of Job and Family Services
Licensure Requirements for school-age child care program
¢ Make positive clarifications/changes
e Explore and develop a streamlined School-Age only Ohio Department of Job and
Family Services license

The Policy and Funding Committee staffed by Carrie Baker, through OAN’s contract with Voices
for Ohio’s Children, held monthly conference calls and worked throughout the year to advance
these goals. %

A record 36 legislative visits to afterschool programs were
held, along with 10 meetings of OAN members with
legislators in their offices.

108 members sent over 1,600 OAN postcards to legislators
requesting funding of afterschool in the state budget.

Testimony was given at multiple state budget meetings.

OAN Accomplishments, 1



OAN published A Time for Learning: Success at Risk, The Future of Ohio’s Afterschool
Programs, for use in meetings with legislators. It includes both OAN’s policy agenda and
findings from the Supporting Student Success research. Access report at
J v time for Leaming http://www.ohioafterschoolnetwork.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=5

Carrie Baker and Liz Nusken presented to the Ohio Legislative Black Caucus
in September and Carrie, Liz and Michelle Mills presented to them again in
March to gain their support of funding in the state budget to support
summer and afterschool programs.

=3

Jackie Plantner and Allison Wallace provided public comments to Ohio
Department of Job and Family Services’ state child care plan on June 11. Desiree Bolden, Paul
Young and Tasha Johnson provided written testimony. Recommendations included:
e Change co-pay formula for school-age child care
e Request OAN earmark
e Plan should include afterschool core knowledge and competencies and program quality
guidelines-related work
e Plan should include reviewing and streamlining licensing for school-age programs
¢ OAN and afterschool providers should be included in planning to transition the Child
Care Bureau to Ohio Department of Education
e Funding for afterschool and school-age programs should be centralized and streamlined
when the Child Care Bureau transitions to Ohio Department of Education

OAN participated in the Learning Supports Statehouse Day in April.

Representative Tracy Maxwell Heard was successful in including
$18M for afterschool and summer programs in the House budget,
but unfortunately was not included in the final version.

OAN recognized Representative Heard by nominating her for the
Afterschool Alliance’s Breakfast of Champions event in Washington
DC, at which she was recognized as an afterschool champion. In
attendance at the event was U.S. Secretary of Education Arne
Duncan, who presented the national Afterschool for All Champion award to After School
Matters Chair Maggie Daley.

Provided e-mail and website updates, as well has hosted an informational conference call on
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act dollars at which Amy Gordon shared national and
state information and opportunities.

A workgroup was convened to research recommendations to Ohio Department of Education
and Ohio Department of Job and Family Services regarding licensing convened in FY09, with
work continuing into FY10. Recommendations will be ready to present in October 2009.

OAN concluded its Supporting Student Success project, funded by the National Conference of
State Legislatures, National Governor’s Association Center for Best Practices, and the
Conference of Chief State School Officers. Through this project, the Ohio Department of
Education commissioned Dr. Dawn-Anderson Butcher, The Ohio State University, to conduct
two pieces of research - a resource map and a case study of Akron After School. The
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resource scan, Ohio’s Supporting Student Success (s3) Map of Resource for
Extended Learning Opportunities (ELOs) details 88 different federal funds
that can potentially be used to fund afterschool, summer and Extended
Learning Opportunities programs. The study found:
e Extended Learning Opportunities are an important school
improvement innovation that supports whole child development
e Most of Ohio’s Extended Learning Opportunities programs are
funded by Child Care Development Fund and state match, 21
Century Community Learning Centers grants, Supplemental Education Services and
Workforce Investment Act funds.
e Few federal dollars, aside from these and food/nutrition supports are utilized by
providers.
e Funding for transportation, professional development and administrative costs are
limited.
e There are barriers in utilizing and blending 21%* Century Community Learning Centers
and Child Care Development Funds.
e Licensing requirements present challenges.
e Afterschool program leaders need to become more fiscally literate.
Access resource scan at http://www.ohioafterschoolnetwork.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=5

Researcher Dawn Anderson-Butcher presented her findings to Ohio Department of Job and
Family Services’ Child Care Advisory Council.

; The case study of Akron, Extending, Accelerating & Connecting Learning:
= A Case Study of Akron’s Pioneering School-Community Initiatives, was

released at a press event in Akron at which Mayor Plusquellic and
Superintendent James spoke of their support for afterschool, summer
and Extended Learning Opportunities programs. Access study at
http://www.ohioafterschoolnetwork.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=5

Ohio’s resource map is included as a case study in The Finance Project’s upcoming publication,
Follow the Money: A tool for Mapping funds for Out-of-School Time Initiatives.

Ohio’s support of afterschool using Child Care Development Funds is profiled in The Finance
Project’s upcoming publication, Using the Child Care and Development Fund to Support a
System of Quality Improvement for School-Age Care. Terrie Hare, Ohio Department of Job and
Family Services and Liz Nusken spoke on a national conference call presentation in August
2009 with the same title.

CincyAfterSchool Director Rebecca Kelley spoke on Afterschool Alliance policy call for statewide
afterschool networks about Cincinnati Public School’s use of American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act funds to support “5" quarter,” which was also recognized in a speech by
U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan.

The Program Standards and Quality Committee, Chaired by Becky Ciminillo and Co-Chaired by
Todd Barnhouse, launched the development of Afterschool Program Quality Guidelines.
Funded by Ohio Department of Education and with additional leadership from Terrie Hare and
Lisa Bottoms, writing team volunteers were recruited and the first meeting was held in
December. This project benefited from the insights and involvement of national advisors
Susan Rohrbough, National Child Care Information and Technical Assistance Center, and Bob
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LaVallee, The Finance Project. The document was drafted by technical writer and project
manager Kathy Reschke and made available for public review in June. It is anticipated that
this document will be published in October 2009.

While not an OAN project, Ohio Child Care Resource and Referral Association’s Afterschool
Initiative convened a writing team to develop afterschool core knowledge and competencies
for professionals working with youth ages 5-12. Funded through Ohio Department of Job and
Family Services’ support of the Afterschool Initiative, the Afterschool CKC writing teams met
through the second half of FY09, with the document finalized in August 2009. It will be
available at http://www.occrra.org/Documents/Asi Reference.pdf#

Quarterly membership meetings were held in August,
November, February and May and presentations included
information on funding, best practice roundtables in
collaboration with Ohio Department of Education,
presentations by legislative and state agency staff, and
presentation of new afterschool research by researchers.

Average meeting registration is 100.

A $15 meeting registration fee was approved by the Strategic
Leadership Team, which began August 2009.

OAN’s web-based membership management system was
purchased from Affiniscape and launched April 1, 2009.
Members can now join, update their information, connect with
other members using the Member Directory and register for
meetings through OAN’s website.

Increased membership from just under 600 at the same time last year, to 786.

Bi-monthly newsletters are sent by email to members and include information on policy,
funding, professional development opportunities, OAN meetings and activities, research and
resources. Current and back issues can be viewed at
http://www.ohioafterschoolnetwork.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=4.

Through contract with Ohio Department of Education, provided support to the Finance
Project’s Sustainability Planning trainings for 21°* Century Community Learning Centers
grantees.

Partnered with Fight Crime: Invest in Kids to schedule legislative
visits in conjunction with public safety officials. Visits by Fight
Crime: Invest in Kids members to programs included the Putnam
and Delaware County Sheriffs, and Clermont and Wayne County
Prosecutors. Fight Crime: Invest in Kids members lobbied for
funding for afterschool and summer programs.
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With Carrie Baker, met with Ohio Association of Child Care Providers Chair, Linda Day-
Mackessy, to explore opportunities for collaboration. OAN was invited to join group of early
childhood in their budget advocacy efforts.

OAN partnered with the Ohio AfterSchool Association and the Ohio
Association of Elementary School Administrators to host a
reception for Ohio attendees of the national conventions of both
groups, which were scheduled to overlap and allow for joint
sessions and networking.

With Julie Davis, Ohio Association of Elementary School
Administrators Executive Director, met with Kathy Lowery,
Buckeye Association of School Administrators, about opportunities to connect OAN’s Extended
Learning Opportunities work with their Ohio Leadership Advisory Council and on-line tools for
school superintendents.

The Ohio Association of Elementary School
Administrators hosted an Extended Learning
Opportunities Summit, with support from Ohio
Department of Education, featuring Rhode Island
Commissioner Peter McWalters; Ohio Superintendent

- Deb Delisle; Aaron Dorsey,
National School Boards
Association; and Janelle
Cousino, Afterschool Alliance,
to present information on ELOs and collect information from guests,
who included legislative staff, representatives from statewide
educational associations, OAN Strategic Leadership Team members,
program leaders, and leaders of policy and funding activities.

Warren Fauver, Desiree Bolden and Liz Nusken presented at Ohio PTA Annual Conference.

Liz Nusken presented at Toledo After School Alliance Summit at Lourdes College, supported by
the Toledo Community Foundation.

Strategic planning with OAN’s Strategic Leadership Team for application for third three-year
grant from the C.S. Mott Foundation, with Ayeola Fortune, Council of Chief State School
Officers and part of the Mott Foundation’s technical assistance team for statewide afterschool
networks. Ohio Department of Education loaned their Director of Development, Linda
Nussbaum, and Voices loaned Rebecca Wilson to assist in writing proposal. Funding was
awarded through September 2012 to support OAN work on Extended Learning Opportunities
with state agencies and organizations.

Contracted with Ohio Department of Education to fund project manager and technical writer,
Kathy Reschke, meetings, travel for writing team members and other Program Quality
Guidelines work.

Accepted to be part of Asia Society’s Global Literacy in Afterschool Project. While no funds
were granted, technical assistance, training and specially-developed trainings will be provided.
This provides OAN with another opportunity to collaborate with Ohio Department of Education
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through its Office of International Education. CincyAfterSchool will pilot this project and staff
will look for opportunities to connect with districts and schools already providing international
education.

Applied for American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Byrne Grant Justice Assistance Grant
from Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services, which was not awarded.

Applied for Seimer Foundation grant to support fiscal literacy initiative in partnership with
Action for Children for Central Ohio providers (awards not yet announced).

After 3 years as OAN Chair, Diane Bennett announced her decision to
resign from role, although she will continue to be involved.

Senior Afterschool Associate Jen Bavry joined Ohio Child Care
Resource and Referral Association to provide additional part-time
staffing to OAN in October 2008. OAN staff is currently .875 FTE, not
counting contract staff through Voices for Ohio’s Children.

Coverage of legislative visits included the Athens Messenger,
Cincinnati Enquirer, Daily Record (Wooster), Putnam Voice and
Youngstown Tribute, and can be found on OAN’s website at
http://www.ohioafterschoolnetwork.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&
subarticlenbr=36#

Photos of children from four afterschool programs were taken to use
in publications (including Success at Risk, Akron case study and
resource scan).

Diane Bennett, Mary Lou Rush, Lubna Najjar (Representative
Vernon Sykes’ Chief of Staff) Dave Smith, Becky Ciminillo, and
Carla Sibley participated in the January National Network of
Statewide Afterschool Networks meeting and Convening of the
Afterschool Grantees of the C.S. Mott Foundation. Mary Lou,
Lubna and Liz presented on Supporting Student Success work.

OAN prepared the Applying for 21%' Century Community Learning Center Grant toolkit to help
programs considering applying for funding. Toolkit is available at
http://www.ohioafterschoolnetwork.org/associations/10110/files/21stCCLCOverview-Final-2-
26-09x.pdf
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